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Key Takeaways

¢ The Governor’s Office declared a state of emergency in response to
wildfires and dry conditions in Virginia. The wildfire smoke is affecting

air quality across much of the Commonwealth. Virginia’s fall wildfire
season ends November 30.

e COVID-19 surveillance continues to suggest a plateau in overall rates.

Hospitalization rates remain low. Forecasts suggest they will remain
static until December.

e RSV activity continues to increase steadily in the American southeast.
Detection rates are growing more slowly in Virginia.

¢ Despite efforts to bolster production, the domestic supply of PPE has
not yet caught up to demand.
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Characterization of COVID-19
hospital admissions and
hospital occupancy in Virginia
as of Nov 3.
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Statewide influenza activity
levels in Virginia, as of Nov 4.
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Virginia regions with
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levels, as of Nov 4.
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Virginia’s fall wildfire season
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/influenza-flu-in-virginia/influenza-surveillance/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/influenza-flu-in-virginia/influenza-surveillance/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/influenza-flu-in-virginia/influenza-surveillance/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/dfe6b20e366b4b8e86e7fbe8c9a6137e

Situation Update / VIRGINIA
Office of Emergency Preparedness VDH&EZ‘E'WSNT

Respiratory Illlness

¢ COVID-19 data hints at a rate plateau. While COVID- PCR Detections of RSV by HHS Region
like illness visits to the emergency department (ED) 1000 —— RsV in Region 3 E
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=== RSV in Region 4

dropped this week, the overall rate of COVID-19
diagnoses at the ED has been largely unchanged since
early October. Hospitalizations are down this week,
but CDC forecasts suggest rates will remain static
until early December.
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¢ RSV continues to surge in Southeast, rising slower
in Virginia. Data from HHS region 4 suggests the
American Southeast may be nearing a seasonal peak
of RSV. This region’s RSV season usually precedes that
of Region 3 (including Virginia) by a month or two.
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Data Source: CDC.

e CDC to expand airport surveillance of respiratory
viruses. A pilot study will collect samples at seven
major U.S. airports looking for “flu,_ RSV, and other

respiratory viruses.” 400

COVID-19 Hospital Admissions by Age
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e Domestic PPE supply remains limited. Despite
federal grants, American production of masks, gloves,
and gowns has yet to catch up to demand, leaving

healthcare providers to rely on imported sources. 200

Hospital Admissions

e COVID-19 vaccine difficulties persist. Distribution
issues for the 2023-24 Pfizer and Moderna vaccines
have been resolved, but availability of pediatric mRNA ~ —
doses remains limited. Adult doses of the Novavax 2> %Q@DB 101396 ,LQ@'““ @f‘"@ ,LQ@D“ e
vaccine are difficult to find presently. Data Source: HealthData.gov.
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Historical data source: HealthData.gov, forecast data source: CDC CFA.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2023/11/Hosp_2023-11-09.jpg
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2023/11/Age_2023-11-09.jpg
https://healthdata.gov/Hospital/COVID-19-Reported-Patient-Impact-and-Hospital-Capa/g62h-syeh
https://healthdata.gov/Hospital/COVID-19-Reported-Patient-Impact-and-Hospital-Capa/g62h-syeh
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/forecasting/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-data-insights/covid-like-illness-visits/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-data-insights/covid-like-illness-visits/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s1107-testing-respiratory-viruses.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s1107-testing-respiratory-viruses.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s1107-testing-respiratory-viruses.html
https://www.tpr.org/2023-11-01/despite-post-covid-efforts-the-u-s-is-still-undersupplied-with-domestic-made-ppe
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/06/well/live/covid-vaccines-novavax.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/06/well/live/covid-vaccines-novavax.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2023/11/RSV_PCR_2023-11-09.jpg
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/rsv/hhsregion.html
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Spotlight

e The Governor’s Office declared a state of
emergency due to existing and potential wildfires,
including two fires that jumped containment lines in
recent days. North Carolina has also declared a state
of emergency due to wildfires, along with local
officials in Harlan county Kentucky.

+ 80 wildfires have burned 10,001 acres since Oct 15.
The Quaker Run fire, in Madison county, has burned
3,350 acres and is 40% contained. The Tuggles Gap
fire, in Patrick county, has burned 850 acres and is
35% contained. Another fire, the Yokum Creek fire
spans Lee county, Virginia and Harlan County,
Kentucky, has burned 1,500 acres and is about 50%
contained.

¢ The Salem and Abingdon regions are at high fire
danger today. Virginia’s other four regions are at
moderate fire danger. Conditions are expected to
ease tomorrow, with the Abingdon region returning to
moderate fire danger, and the rest of the state at low.

Other News
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A recent paper describes a set of climate ‘vital signs.’ The paper

notes an ‘extraordinary series of climate-related records’
occurring in 2023, along with ‘deeply concerning patterns of
climate-related disasters.” Image Source: BioScience

» Oregon has had 17 mpox cases since July 20, an
uptick over previous months. Public health officials
encourage at-risk groups to complete the vaccination
series as a preventative measure.
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Virginia Drought Map
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Much of Virginia continues to experience drought conditions, with

some sections of Northwest Virginia experiencing extreme
drought. Image Source: US Drought Monitor

Smoke from wildfires in the Southeast US is
beginning to affect air quality. With the exception of
a portion of Northwest Virginia, air_quality is
moderate across Virginia. The Interagency Wildland
Fire Air Quality Response Program issued a hiking
advisory for two trails in the Shenandoah National
Park, and a special statement for nearby localities.

Super fog blamed for another deadly crash in New
Orleans. Though smaller than the crash on Oct 23,
this crash involved multiple vehicles, caused one
death, and shutdown Interstate 10 for hours.

Cornell University closed its campus in after a
student made online threats, highlighting the strain
the Israel-Palestine conflict is placing on colleges and
universities. Meanwhile, a man died in California
during a confrontation between protest groups.

The United Kingdom is experience elevated levels
of Cryptosporidium. Exceedance of expected levels
began in September, and has approached 500 cases
per week and is geographically widespread. Although
no single source has been identified, the outbreak
may be linked to international travel to Spain and
other Mediterranean countries.

Measles rages across the Philippines. The nation’s
Department of Health reports 1,829 cases in 2023, a
near 300% increase in incidence this year. The nation
suffered over 48,500 cases during a 2019 outbreak.
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https://www.weather.gov/safety/fog-super
https://www.ems1.com/fatal-incidents/articles/super-fog-returns-to-la-interstate-causing-fatal-crash-traffic-shutdown-CTscnIjxJGiwVN5P/
https://apnews.com/article/super-fog-louisiana-explanation-987dee079f5608593fb887a36b868f5e
https://apnews.com/article/cornell-antisemitic-threats-college-israel-hamas-b0473d6e714d57e5a4fb8fb24c7ef5a3
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-colleges-become-flashpoints-protests-both-sides-israel-hamas-war-2023-10-13/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-11-06/man-dies-after-fight-at-protest-westlake-village-israel-hamas-war
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2023.28.43.2300538
https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/crypto/index.html
https://qa.philstar.com/nation/2023/11/07/2309464/measles-cases-299-percent-year
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/monkeypox/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORHA/bulletins/379e004
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-article/doi/10.1093/biosci/biad080/7319571?login=false
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-article/doi/10.1093/biosci/biad080/7319571?login=false
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/EO-29.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/EO-29.pdf
https://governor.nc.gov/executive-order-no-293/open
https://www.facebook.com/Harlanema/posts/pfbid0aUExFCCWddNeQhwq5GPHJH3juSYzxZVjJq4yptGKCWVMq9PH8e8b7wkD79Q7zU3jl
https://dof.virginia.gov/wildland-prescribed-fire/fire-danger/daily-fire-danger-rating/
https://virginiapublic.firesponse.com/
https://virginiapublic.firesponse.com/
https://virginiapublic.firesponse.com/
https://virginiapublic.firesponse.com/
https://dof.virginia.gov/wildland-prescribed-fire/fire-danger/daily-fire-danger-rating/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://fire.airnow.gov/#close
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/air/monitoring-assessments/air-quality-forecast
https://outlooks.airfire.org/outlook/en/dc5a2d56

